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I hope this newsletter finds you all well! As we  

continue adjusting to the trials of a worldwide  

pandemic, we at DAC want to support and assist 

you all as best we can! While our in-person  

trainings, meetings, and community events have 

mostly moved to virtual events, we hope to remain 

just as engaged as possible! If you or your teams 

have any training needs, community awareness 

events or promotions, or just want to spread some 

joy & kindness, please email your ideas and shout 

outs to Lauren.Norcom@dac.state.ok.us  INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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Presented by the 
Oklahoma District Attorneys Council, 
Training & Outreach Division 

Alicia Aiken and Christina Simmons w ith the  

Confidentiality Institute w ill be leading this  

informative training geared towards  

addressing confidentiality challenges teams face. 

Training details and registration links will be  

distributed via email and posted on the  

Oklahoma DAC CCR Teams Facebook page in the  

near future!  

1 



Advocates Address Teen Dating Violence Awareness 
By Keri Thornton kthornton@tahlequahdailypress.com Feb 8, 2021  

Advocates said they are alarmed by statistics for abused teenagers, and they're focusing on the  
numbers this month during National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. 
 
Help In Crisis Executive Director Laura Kuester said one in three teens experience some type of 
abuse while in a dating relationship. 
 
"What's even worse is the technology of the abuse," said Kuester. "That is what's really catapulted 
dating violence is that digital abuse. Partners are using texting and social media to bully, harass,  
intimidate, or stalk a partner." 
 
According to loveisrespect.org, dating violence is more common than people think. 
 
"One in three teens in the U.S. will experience physical, sexual, or emotional abuse from someone 
they're in a relationship with before they become adults," states loveisrespect.org. "Nearly half, 43 
percent, of college woman report experiencing violence or abusive dating behaviors." 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, teen dating violence can have serious short-term and 
long-term consequences. 
 
"While healthy relationships tend to have a positive effect on emotional development and future  
relationships, abusive relationships often do the opposite. Dating violence victims are likely to  
experience suicidal thoughts, antisocial behaviors, depression and anxiety, and engage in unhealthy 
behaviors, such as alcohol and drug use," teendvmonth.org states. 
 
While there are few classes pertaining to healthy relationships taught to teens in school, education 
and awareness are key for noticing red flags staked out by victims who don't speak up. 
 
"For the past few years, we've gone into a few schools and have done been a part of an Adult Day," 
said Kuester. "It's a great concept and it went so that we went in and did a healthy relationship 
presentation." 
 
Kuester said a red flag that may go unnoticed that may indicate an unhealthy relationship is when 
couples share their location 24/7. 
 
"It's amazing how many dating relationships have each other on some sort of GPS tracking device," 
she said. "That is not healthy, and you shouldn't have to tell your partner where you are at every  
single moment of the day." 
 
In February, HIC hosted an online discussion series focused on healthy relationships. 
 

Online article can be found here 

Former Help In Crisis Prevention Coordinator Jyme Vaughn used to work with high school students and discuss healthy relationships. 
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DAC Training & Outreach Division DVSA Resource Prosecutor, Allie Buckholts, provides us with the  

following  legal section giving updates on Court of Criminal Appeals opinions, legal strategies for  

prosecuting DV cases, and other legal issues/updates as they arise.  

Please remember that Allie is available to all teams for technical assistance.  

Allie.buckholts@dac.state.ok.us  

Forensic Interviews 

The general rule is that a witness may not testify to statements made by another person outside of court when those statements are 

offered for their truth. For example, in a trial where the defendant is charged with domestic abuse, an officer cannot testify that the victim 

stated during an interview that the defendant hit the victim. The officer interviewed the victim at the police station (outside the courtroom) 

and is offering the victim’s statements to prove the elements of domestic abuse.  

There is an exception to the general rule that is often referred to as “child hearsay.” A statement made by a child under the age of 

thirteen who is a victim of physical or sexual abuse may be admissible by the person who heard the statements from the child. For a  

statement from a child to be admissible the State must prove to the court that the “content and totality of circumstances surrounding the 

taking of the statement provide sufficient indicia of reliability so as to render it inherently trustworthy.” Title 12 O.S. 2803.1. A hearing will 

be conducted outside the presence of the jury to determine the reliability of the child’s statements. The court will consider the time,  

content, totality of circumstances surrounding the taking of the statement, spontaneity and consistent repetition of the child’s statement, 

the mental state of the child, whether the terminology used is unexpected of a child of similar age, and whether there is a lack of motive for 

the child fabricate the statements. The State must give notice to the defendant of their intent to offer the child’s statements and the  

particulars of the statement ten (10) days prior to a preliminary hearing or trial. The State must make the child available to testify at the 

preliminary hearing or trial. If the child is unavailable to testify at a hearing, the child hearsay statements will only be admissible if there is 

additional evidence to corroborate the act. Typically child hearsay statements will be admitted through a forensic interviewer. However, 

child hearsay statements can be admissible through other witnesses, such as teachers or parents, if the State can show the statements are 

trustworthy.  

During an investigation, law enforcement and the Department of Human Services (DHS) speak with a child of abuse or neglect 

long enough to determine whether there was probable cause a crime was committed and to assess the safety of the child. If law  

enforcement or DHS have concerns of abuse or neglect a forensic interview is scheduled. The purpose of a forensic interview is to elicit  

information from a child regarding any possible abuse and/or neglect, to assess the child’s safety, and to reduce the number of times the 

child is interviewed. A forensic interview is to be conducted with non-leading questions in a place where the child feels safe. The forensic 

interview is video and audio recorded in a kid friendly room. A forensic interviewer must remain neutral with their questioning throughout 

the interview. The interviewer will use language that is developmentally appropriate for the child.  

The interviewer will initiate conversation with the child to build rapport and assess whether the child has the ability to determine 

the difference between the truth and a lie. After rapport is established, the interviewer will ask the child whether they know why they are 

here today or a similar open-ended question. If the child makes a disclosure of child abuse or neglect, the forensic interviewer will continue 

to ask open-ended questions to the child. If the child is unwilling to speak or it is clear the child is not going to make a disclosure, the  

interview will be terminated.  

During an interview, it is important to establish how the child identifies the female and male body parts. The identification of body 

parts is done by showing the child an anatomical drawing or doll. When young children do not refer to body parts by their correct name, it 

can leave confusion or uncertainty as to whether the perpetrator’s actions were criminal. This process also allows the child to point to body 

parts where they were touched or demonstrate the abuse. Children often are better at demonstrating an experience through a visual aid 

than describing an event. 

The below are examples of open ended questions asked during a forensic interview: 

Tell me everything you saw when… 

Then what happened? 

Tell me… 

What happened next? 

You said ________, tell me about that? 

How did you feel? 

Where did he/she touch you? 

Tell me everything you heard…. 

It is important to the successful prosecution of a case that the child is questioned in a non-leading manner and is not interviewed 

multiple times. When a child is interviewed multiple times it can reduce the reliability of the child’s statements. CCR teams should be  

staffing cases to ensure forensic interviews are being conducted and the child is not being interviewed by multiple agencies.    
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Our Training and Outreach team has been  

actively working to schedule webinar trainings on a broad range of topics. We have 

put together a page of resources so you all can view the upcoming/live webinars, as 

well as review previous webinars*. You will be able to register for one or more of 

our upcoming DAC hosted webinars from this site, then watch your email for more 

webinars to be added! Click here to visit. 

*Watching the prerecorded webinars on this site will not earn continuing education credits 

ODAC is providing a wide variety of continuing education and live webinars. All live  

webinars will be streamed on the GoTo Webinar web conference platform. Registered  

attendees will receive a confirmation once registered for each training that will contain a 

unique link for the specific webinar. All questions regarding webinars may be sent to DAC 

Training and Outreach Division at  

DAC_Training@dac.state.ok.us 

 

that DAC now has an on-

demand training site which  

allows access anywhere, at any 

time with online courses that 

will provide Continuing  

Education Credits from the  

Oklahoma District Attorneys 

Council? Click here to start  

earning continuing  

education credits! 
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“LIKE” & 

“SHARE” 

the Oklahoma  

DAC CCR Teams  

Facebook Page 

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/eec0097fb9ee4fa7b9839af7b91d1e46
https://okdactraining.mykajabi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OKDACCCRT/?eid=ARBOoG_eKJu3-Kro9o94VPjXKF7wjcZg9eskV2ThkNn7al4t9y89C_2j4hIQ0iXYqJSlDcLyJaEag4AG
https://www.facebook.com/OKDACCCRT/?eid=ARBOoG_eKJu3-Kro9o94VPjXKF7wjcZg9eskV2ThkNn7al4t9y89C_2j4hIQ0iXYqJSlDcLyJaEag4AG

